143.   TO MILL-WORKERS

BROTHERS,

Ever since my return to Ahmedabad at the end of my tour,
I have been hearing that the drink habit has decreased among all
sections of people but that the liquor-booths which are frequented
by mill-workers continue to flourish, that, moreover, the customers
there pay no heed to volunteers, actually abuse them and even beat
them, I do not know what truth there is in this. I am sure that
there are hundreds of workers who would not approve of such
conduct.

Those who are labouring in your cause have been doing so
in the hope that you will reform yourselves and be happy, that
you will give up your bad habits, learn to save money and pay
off your debts, that you may have good houses to live in and your
children may get education, that you will learn to be clean and,
in your free time, will read good books and reflect over them,
in every way, you should enjoy a good reputation in society.

Those who are trying to help you will not be satisfied by
merely getting a wage-rise or some bonuses for you. If you accept
their services only for securing an increase in wages and do not
change your way of life, you will lose their services and public
opinion, which today is on your side, will no longer be there.

Not only should you become good, but you should also take
part in the holy movement of self-purification going on in the
country today. You should understand and do your duty about
the Khilafat and the Punjab agitations and in the movement for
swaraj. If you wish to do so, you must give up your vices. We
are carrying on this struggle in the name of God, Do you think
God would help a drunkard, a gambler or a dissolute person?
How can a Muslim addicted to drink serve the cause of the Khilafat?
What help can a Hindu, who is given to drinking, render to his
Muslim brother?

Whenever I raise with your employers the issue of wage-
increase or bonus for you, they simply ask me : "What good do you
hope to do by asking for increase in wages? Do you think the
workers will spend the money to eat better food? Will they pur-
chase better clothes? Will they educate their children? Will they
not, rather, spend it on drinking more?" When I hear this, I hang